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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
state  of  your  district  for  the  past  year. 

I have  more  than  usual  difficulty  in  estimating  the  population 
of  your  district  for  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  influx  of  large 
numbers  of  workmen  and  their  families  for  the  building  of 
the  New  County  Asylum.  In  addition  to  this,  newly  built 
houses  have  been  occupied,  and  many  new  people  have  come 
to  reside  here.  In  order  not  to  make  the  statistics  too  favour- 
able, I have  adopted  what  I consider  is  a low  estimate  of  our 
present  population,  and  have  set  it  down  at  3,000  persons. 
Taking  the  number  of  inhabited  houses,  and  the  average 
number  of  inmates,  this  total  is  exceeded,  and  our  various 
averages  appear  still  more  favourable.  The  question  cannot 
be  settled  until  the  census  in  1901,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
number  is  as  near  the  true  one  as  we  have  at  present  any 
means  of  ascertaining. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  66 — 
41  males  and  25  females.  This  is  not  equal  to  our  recent 
yearly  average,  and  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  a larger 
number  of  children  than  usual  were  born  in  the  last  weeks  of 
the  year,  and  have  not  come  under  the  notice  of  the  registrar. 
For  this  reason,  and  our  greatly  increased  population,  the  birth 
rate  is  small”  22-0.  In  1898  the  birth  rate  was  277,  and  in  1897 
it  was  29. 
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DEATHS. 

The  rate  of  mortality  is  most  satisfactory,  and  it  is  a source  of 
pleasure  to  me  to  record  year  after  year  such  small  death  rates. 
During  the  year  the  deaths  of  38  persons  w ere  recorded,  two  of 
which  were  those  of  non-residents  found  drowned  in  the  River 
Wharfe.  This  yields  an  annual  rate  of  12*0  per  1,000  persons 
living,  a fraction  less  than  last  year  from  the  same  number  of 
deaths.  The  death  rate  last  year  was  12-2,  and  in  1897, 
8-8  per  1,000.  There  is  no  doubt  that  your  district  has  become 
much  healthier  during  recent  years,  judging  by  the  rate  of 
mortality,  for  it  is  always  creditably  low  except  in  those  years 
of  national  high  rates,  due  to  influenza,  when  it  of  necessity 
rises  with  the  general  average.  Local  conditions  affecting 
mortality  have  certainly  improved  of  late.  The  deaths  occurred 
evenly  throughout  the  year,  no  period  having  a low  mortality  at 
the  expense  of  another. 

First  Second  Third  Fourth 

Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter.  Total. 

Deaths  . , 12  . . 9 . . 8 . . 9 . . 38 

Births  ..  II  ..  16  .,  21  18  ..  66 

AGE  AT  DEATH. 

This  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  at  different  periods  of 
life 

Under  i to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  Over 

I year.  years.  years.  years.  years.  65  years.  Total. 

12  . . I . . O . . I . . 13  . . II  . . 38 

The  number  of  deaths  under  twelve  months  is  the  only  note- 
worthy feature  in  this  table.  It  is  a high  proportion  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths,  and  yields  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
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i8i  per  1,000  of  children  born  during  the  year,  compared  with 
a rate  of  loi  last  year,  and  98  in  1897.  The  causes  assigned 
for  the  deaths  of  these  infants  are  tubercular  meningitis, 
laryngitis  following  an  attack  of  measles,  gastro-enteritis  and 
choleraic  diarrhoea  in  the  hot  summer  weather.  One  lived  only 
five  days  owing  to  a mabformation  at  birth,  two  succumbed  to 
bronchitis,  and  four  to  atrophy  or  wasting  in  puny  ill-nourished 
babies.  One  death  is  ascribed  to  convulsions  simply. 

I do  not  find  among  these  deaths  any  reason  to  blame 
removable  local  conditions  ; and  I believe  that  in  your  district 
greater  care  is  being  taken  in  the  feeding  of  these  tender 
children.  The  education  of  mothers  in  the  treatment  of  hand 
fed  infants  is  a long  process,  but  I think  in  Burley  the  efforts 
made  by  the  local  medical  men,  assisted  by  the  village  nurse, 
are  bearing  fruit,  and  it  is  only  on  rare  occasions  that  we  come 
across  gross  departures  from  reasonable  rules. 

In  persons  of  greater  age  the  causes  of  death  are  as  follows : — 
phthisis  or  pulmonary  consumption,  2 ; bronchitis,  pneumonia 
and  pleurisy,  6 ; disease  of  the  brain  (apoplexy,  epilepsy, 
convulsions),  7 ; disease  of  the  heart,  2 ; cancer  or  other 
mahgnant  disease,  2;  old  age,  4 ; and  zymotic  disease,  i.  Two 
persons  were  found  drowned  on  whom  inquests  were  held. 
The  remarkably  few  deaths  from  phthisis  is  highly  satisfactory, 
the  rate  of  mortality  being  only  -66  per  1,000  persons  living.  I 
have  noted  in  my  reports  on  previous  occasions  that  our  district 
is  gradually  improving  its  rate  of  mortality  from  this  disease — 
at  one  time  the  scourge  of  the  district — and  I think  with  the 
building  of  new  houses,  and  the  lessening  of  our  overcrowded 
state,  we  shall  make  greater  progress  in  this  direction.  In  a 
district  like  ours,  the  disease  ought  to  be  unknown,  for  with 
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ordinary  common  care,  everyone  suffering  from  a tendency  to 
the  complaint  can  adopt  a modification  of  the  open  air  treatment, 
without  resort  to  any  special  establishment.  If  people  were  less 
afraid  of  opening  their  bedroom  windows,  day  and  night,  and 
would  adopt  all  wool  underclothing,  the  disease  might  become 
a pathological  curiosity  amongst  us. 

The  respiratory  death  rate,  2-3,  is  about  the  same  as  our 
usual  average.  One  death  only  was  due  to  zymotic  or 
infectious  disease,  a very  satisfactory  record,  and  our  zymotic 
death  rate  for  the  year  is  *35. 


For  more  intelligible  comparison  I have  drawn  up  the 
following  table  ; — 


Infant  mortality  .... 

1899 

181 

1898 

lOI 

1897 

98 

w. 

Riding' 

1898 

165  per 

1,000  born. 

Phthisis  mortality  . . 

•66 

2-1 

1-7 

1-3  per 

1,000  living. 

Respiratory  mortality 

2-3 

2*8 

3-0 

3-3 

5 ) 

Zymotic  mortality  . . 

•35 

•7 

0-0 

2-2 

) ) 

Birth  rate 

22-0 

27-7 

29-0 

297 

5 ? 

Death  rate  

I2’0 

I2'2 

8-8 

177 

? ? 

DISEASES  PREVALENT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  has  been  little  worthy  of  note  under  this  heading.  The 
usual  seasonable  complaints  have  been  -with  us,  but  in  no  great 
severity.  No  widespread  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  has 
taken  place,  and  where  a solitary  example  occurred,  prompt 
measures  have  secured  us  from  an  epidemic.  Four  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  were  notified,  and  all  were  traced  to  some  source 
outside  your  district.  This  disease  used  to  be  always  with  us, 
but  now  it  is  a rare  complaint.  Four  cases  of  scarlatina  were 
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diagnosed  at  different  periods  of  the  year,  but  were  mild  in 
degree,  and  were  readily  isolated.  Four  cases  of  erysipelas,  and 
one  of  diphtheria  complete  the  list  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases.  The  last  named  is  the  only  case  mentioned  in  these 
reports  for  more  than  thirteen  years.  Measles  was  present  in  a 
mild  degree  in  the  early  summer,  and  a few  children  suffered 
from  the  German  variety.  On  the  whole  the  past  year  may  be 
marked  as  very  satisfactory  from  the  Medical  Officer’s  point  of 
view.  During  the  outbreak  of  small-pox  at  Hull,  I was  con- 
stantly on  the  qui-vive  among  the  migrant  navvies  at  the  asylum 
works,  but  no  case  occurred. 

SA-NITARY  AFFAIRS. 

The  past  year  can  certainly  be  regarded  as  one  of  progress 
in  matters  affecting  the  health  of  our  people.  First  and 
foremost,  by  the  acquisition  of  the  water  rights  on  Burley 
Moor,  gained  after  an  exhaustive  enquiry  before  a committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  we  have  settled  for  all  time  the  question 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  village.  An  additional  supply  was 
badly  needed,  and  I pointed  out  in  a special  report  three  years 
ago  that  you  should  seek  to  acquire  this  extensive  gathering 
ground.  I hope  the  Council  will  endeavour  to  make  use  of  the 
water  before  another  hot  season  causes  a scarcity.  There  should 
not  be  much  difficulty  in  getting  it  into  our  present  system  even 
before  the  permanent  works  are  made.  But  it  is  necessary  that 
the  water  should  be  passed  over  a bed  of  limestone  to  remove 
excess  of  acidity  before  it  reaches  any  lead  pipes,  so  as  to  obviate 
any  fear  of  lead  poisoning. 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  report  that  the  sewering  of  the 
Elm  Grove  estate  is  satisfactory.  It  is  far  otherwise,  and  I 
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trust  that  soon  our  filter  beds  will  be  in  a condition  to  receive 
the  sewage  from  this  property.  We  have  still  no  proper 
depot  for  our  sanitary  tubs  and  waggon.  Some  nuisance  is 
caused  in  hot  weather  from  this  method  of  scavenging,  and  some 
attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  matters — notably,  an  extra 
set  of  tubs  has  been  ordered  so  as  to  allow  one  set  to  dry  and 
cleanse  whilst  another  is  being  collected.  I am  sure  every  care 
is  taken  to  make  the  unpleasantness  as  little  as  possible.  I am 
glad  you  are  undertaking  a more  stringent  supervision  of  cow 
sheds  and  milk  dealers.  It  is  a question  of  paramount  importance, 
and  one  on  which  the  public  health  directly  hangs. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Southwarts,  who  has  been  most 
assiduous  and  capable,  reports  to  me  the  following  among  the 
more  important  sanitary  changes  during  the  past  year  : Twenty- 
three  complaints  respecting  the  condition  of  ashpits  have  been 
attended  to,  involving  in  4 cases  structural  alterations.  Few 
drains  have  required  attention,  as  a regular  system  of  clearing 
yard  gullies  has  been  adopted.  One  case  of  over-crowding  in 
a dwelling-house  was  reported  and  remedied  ; and  two  houses 
were  disinfected  by  him  after  infectious  disease. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  required,  the  necessary  orders 
being  readily  complied  with.  Several  nuisances  arising  from 
leaking  water  pipes  were  remedied. 

A large  portion  of  the  village  has  been  systematically 
inspected,  and  the  condition  of  the  sanitary  surroundings  notified 
in  our  registers.  The  number  of  houses  is  being  gradually 
increased,  and  the  over-crowding  which  I referred  to  in  a former 
report  is  disappearing.  In  response  to  my  appeal  for  dwelling- 
houses,  over  100  have  been  erected  in  the  last  few  years,  and 
the  condition  of  others  has  been  improved. 


The  cottages  at  Windy  Hill,  Woodhead,  are  not  suitable  for 
the  large  families  which  sometimes  occupy  them,  having  but 
one  bedroom.  Their  only  recommendation  is  their  small  rent, 
and  I am  convinced  that  a row  or  two  of  model  cottages  in  this 
neighbourhood  would  be  a safe  investment.  It  is  a most 
healthy  locality,  and  one  not  sufficiently  appreciated.  Thirty 
houses  have  been  completed  in  the  Lav^n  Road  district,  and 
another  row  is  in  process  of  erection.  Six  very  good  houses 
have  been  added  to  the  Sun  Lane  property,  and  the  houses  of 
jNIr.  Town,  in  Station  Road,  are  a distinct  acquisition  to  the 
village ; and  I can  safely  congratulate  you  on  the  material 
progress  of  the  community  under  your  guidance. 

The  work  on  the  County  Asylum  at  Scalebor  has  brought 
into  the  village  many  new  residents,  has  given  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  during  the  year  has 
assisted  the  general  prosperity. 

In  conclusion,  I thank  you  for  the  courtesy  with  which  you 
have  invariably  received  my  various  reports,  and  trust  that  the 
present  year  may  see  further  advance  in  the  village  welfare. 

I am,  gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Health. 


OTLEY  : 


WILLIAM  WALKER  & SONS,  PRINTERS, 
“OBSERVER”  OFFICES. 


